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Dear Editor,

The Nursing Now Campaign, launched in 2018 by 
the International Council of Nurses, in partnership 
with the World Health Organization, UK All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Global Health and Burdett 
Trust for Nursing, in response to the Triple Impact 
of Nursing report, comes to an end this year (Cas-
siani & Lira Neto, 2018). Among the goals he intend-
ed to achieve are ensuring that nurses were present 
during the formulation of health policies; stimulate 
investments in the nursing area; placing nurses in 
leadership positions and share good nursing practic-
es. Despite having support from 117 countries (un-
til February 2020), the Nursing Now Campaign still 
does not seem to have generated the expected and 
significant results.

In the midst of an unprecedented pandemic, nurs-
es still do not have the recognition they deserve 
and need. Perhaps, governments around the world 
have not yet understood the real need for these 
professionals to stop the progress of COVID-19. 
How do we know? In developing countries, such 
as Brazil, for example, there are fewer nurses than 
doctors (and the ratio should be 1: 1), there is an 
overload of work for these professionals, low pay, 
and threats from the population (Cassiani et al., 
2020). The development of this profession is also 
underestimated since the World Health Organiza-
tion points to the need for investments in educa-

tion, employment, and leadership (World Health 
Organization, 2020).

But, what perhaps the countries still have not un-
derstood is that nurses, who are in the front line of 
health care, have a crucial role to prevent the ad-
vance of COVID-19, since they act, strongly, in the 
promotion of health, disease and health preven-
tion. They are also able to minimize social inequi-
ties and improve the quality of health in precarious 
socioeconomic and political contexts, reflecting the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
and reducing vulnerabilities. If it is still not clear, it 
is necessary to know that it is the Social Determi-
nants of Health that are the main factors that harm 
and influence health systems to prevent the spread 
of contamination by the new coronavirus. Thus, ex-
panding the role of nurses and increasing jobs in 
health centers, hospitals, and health access devices 
is a powerful strategy to stop the spread of the new 
coronavirus (Sars-CoV-2).

In addition, allowing greater autonomy for nurses to 
take care of their care - inherent to the profession, 
will also strengthen the health care network, causing 
a global impact. These characteristics are associated 
with the goals of the Campaign, and deserve to be 
understood and implemented, so that, in the near 
future, we can return to breathing relieved and safe 
by the hands of nursing.
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